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Summary

The Nanaimo airport is currently going under a number of improvement projects to enhance 
safety, accommodate larger aircraft and have room for an anticipated increase in passengers. The 
projects are divided into two phases; Phase 1 the runway extension project and which was 
completed in 2009. Phase 2 consists of an expansion to the main terminal building, expansion to 
the parking and road infrastructure, and new water and sewage treatment facility is scheduled to 
begin construction in 2010 with expected completion in 2012 at an estimated cost of $8 million. . 

Background
The city of Nanaimo is the second largest urban centre on Vancouver Island and Nanaimo airport 
is the primary air transportation gateway for central Vancouver Island.  Nanaimo airport is also 
the closest island airport to Vancouver international airport.  The regional district of Nanaimo 
has experienced an increase in population for the last 20 years and growth is expected to 
continue through 2026. The increase in population coupled with the increase in demand for 
services led to the decision to expand Nanaimo airport.

Projected cost of Phase 2 projects:
Item Estimated Year
Terminal Building Expansion $ 4 million 2010 - 2012
Parking and Roads $ 1.5 million 2010 - 2018
Water and sewage system   $ 3 million 2011 - 2012

The total cost of Phase 2 is estimated to be $8.5 million with a target start date for design, 
October 1, 2010 and a completion date, November 30, 2012.

Opportunities for US Firms:

The expansion of Nanaimo’s airport creates export opportunities for U.S. firms to supply 
equipment and materials.  The Nanaimo airport is in the process of selecting a general contractor.  
Once a contractor is selected, further details on the type of water and sewage system required 
will be made public. In particular companies offering cost effective innovative water and sewage 
treatment products should take advantage of Commercial Service programs to expand their 
export sales into this region.  

For More Information   

The U.S. Commercial Service in Vancouver can be contacted via e-mail at: Cheryl.Schell@mail.doc.gov;
Phone: 604-642-6679; Fax: 604-687-6095; or visit our website: www.buyusa.gov/canada
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The U.S. Commercial Service — Your Global Business Partner

With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 80 countries, the U.S. Commercial 
Service of the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and international marketing 
expertise to help U.S. companies sell their products and services worldwide.  Locate the U.S. Commercial 
Service trade specialist in the U.S. nearest you by visiting http://www.export.gov/eac.

Comments and Suggestions: We welcome your comments and suggestions regarding this market research. 
You can e-mail us your comments/suggestions to: Customer.Care@mail.doc.gov.  Please include the name 
of the applicable market research in your e-mail.  We greatly appreciate your feedback.

Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is intended to be of assistance to U.S. exporters. While we make every 
effort to ensure its accuracy, neither the United States government nor any of its employees make any representation as 
to the accuracy or completeness of information in this or any other United States government document. Readers are 
advised to independently verify any information prior to reliance thereon. The information provided in this report does not 
constitute legal advice. The Commercial Service reference to or inclusion of material by a non-U.S. Government entity in 
this document is for informational purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement by the Commercial Service of 
the entity, its materials, or its products or services

International copyright, U.S. Department of Commerce, 2007. All rights reserved outside of the United States.
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